
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8th GRADE ORCHESTRA 
SYLLABUS & COURSE INFORMATION 

 
Dear Students and Parents,  
 Welcome!  You have chosen to be a part of an outstanding organization here at Bellefonte Area School District.  By 
enrolling in orchestra your entire family has signed up for a truly unique experience.  I hope that you will approach the 
upcoming year with the same excitement that I have.  
 Please take the time to read through this handbook as a family. It contains the various policies and procedures 
concerning the orchestra program. I firmly believe that family support is crucial, not only to the success of the student, but the 
overall program as well.  If we follow these expectations we are certain to have a fantastic year. After you have read through 
the handbook in its entirety please sign and return the required form. 
 I hope that this handbook will answer all of your questions. However, if you need anything else please don’t hesitate 
to let me know.  I am here to make this the best possible musical experience for you and your student. 
 I make an effort to individualize each student’s education and accommodate each student’s needs (financial, 
educational, physical, emotional, etc.).  However, since it is impossible to plan for all possible student needs, please 
communicate with me about how I can better assist you or your child. 

Sincerely, 
Mrs. Renne 
jrenne@basd.net  

 
Class Website: bellefonteorchestra.weebly.com 

 
  



PURPOSE STATEMENT 

The purpose of the Bellefonte Area School District Orchestra Program is to provide high quality orchestral, ensemble, and 
solo training for young musicians. The BASD Orchestra Program offers professional musical guidance and a variety of 
performance and social experiences.  Dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in music education and performance, the orchestra 
provides the opportunity for students to discover within themselves a source of enrichment, beauty, and a meaningful 
aesthetic expression, which will last a lifetime. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is designed to introduce the fundamental principles of musicianship. Through this course students will develop a 
better understanding of music terminology, music literature, playing technique, ensemble performance and concert etiquette. 
Throughout the year students will be challenged to examine carefully their own musical ability and strive to improve upon the 
skills they have gained thus far. The ultimate goal of this course is to provide students with the skills needed to successfully 
participate in music throughout their high school years and beyond.   
Students in Orchestra will develop the following skills and concepts:  

 Self-discipline, self-confidence, responsibility and dependable behavior  

 Respect for others, loyalty to the ensemble and pride in the organization   

 Respect for and proper use of equipment  

 The ability to work cooperatively with others toward a performance of music 

 A high level of quality artistry through individual musical awareness, control and technical facility  

 The knowledge of a wide variety of orchestral literature  

 A functional knowledge of music history, theory, and terminology  

 The ability to comprehend and foster higher-level thinking skills 
 

GRADING CRITERIA 

CLASSES --- Large Group Class meets during 9th period on days 1, 3 and 5.  Attendance is mandatory. (5 points for being 
prepared for class with instrument, 5 points for being prepared for class with music)  Small Group Class    Every effort will be taken to 
rotate the lesson schedules to minimize the amount of classroom time missed.  Students must attend 1 small group class each 
cycle, for a total of 7 each quarter. Students are expected to check-in with their classroom teacher for permission to attend 
their lesson that period.  If a student has a test, quiz, major project or required in-class work, they should remain in their class 
that period.  Students will need to notify Mrs. Renne by completing a Lesson Absence Card (“Yellow Card”) (including date, 
period, teacher name and reason for absence) either before the lesson or within two school days after the missed lesson.  If a 
student has completed a Lesson Absence Card, Mrs. Renne will work to schedule a make-up time.  If no Lesson Absence Card 
is received, a grade of ‘0’ will be given for that lesson.  If a student misses a small group class for any reason, the student is still 
responsible to find out what they missed.  (5 points for being prepared for class with instrument, 5 points for being prepared for class with 
music) 
 
SMARTMUSIC HOMEWORK --- Students will complete multiple practicing assignments on their SmartMusic account 
each quarter.  Assignments will be posted the day of their Small-Group Class, and due the night before the next Small Group 
Class.  This schedule ensures that the students will always have at least one weekend to complete the assignment.  The 
SmartMusic assignments are designed for students to work on little by little over many days.  Waiting until the last minute to 
complete these assignments is not only less beneficial for student learning, but will also likely be a stressful experience. (50 
points per unit) 
 
WORKSHEETS --- Students will complete multiple worksheets each quarter.  The worksheets will be distributed at the 
Small Group Classes, but are also available on the class website. (Points possible varies by worksheet) 
 
TEST LINES & MEMORIZATION LINES --- Student performances will be individually assessed from time to time 
during Small Group Classes.  This provides an opportunity for students to receive individualized, formal feedback about their 
progress.  All Test Lines and Memorization Lines are indicated in the String Basics book. (20 points each) 
 



PERFORMANCES --- For more about the policies regarding attendance at performances, please read the next section.  The 
performance schedule is available on the class website. (35 points for being prepared for performance with instrument, 35 points for being 
prepared for performance with music, 30 points for contributing positively to all aspects of the performance) 
 

PERFORMANCE POLICIES & DRESS CODE 

Orchestra is a performance-based course. Therefore, students are required to attend all curricular performances listed on the 
class website.  Students will receive a grade based upon completion of their responsibilities.  It is expected that students stay 
for the entirety of the concert. 
 
There are several different situations for which absence from a performance may be necessary.  It is impossible to plan for 
every possible situation; however, communication between the student, parent and director will provide for an outcome 
considers the needs of everyone involved.  If a student is too sick to attend school the day of a concert, BASD policy dictates 
that a student who is absent from school the day of a performance, is not permitted to attend the performance.  After the 
director has received a communication from a parent or guardian, the student will receive a grade of “excused” for the 
performance.  If a student is too sick to attend a concert, but attended school earlier that day, the director requires a 
communication from a parent or guardian.  The student will receive a grade of “excused” for the performance.  Several other 
situations will necessitate a communication from a parent or guardian before a student can receive a grade of “excused” for 
the performance.  These include: medical emergency, death in the family, religious observance, absence previously excused by 
the school (such as educational trip) or a one-time family event (such as wedding). 

 
PERFORMANCE DRESS CODE 
 
TOP:  Solid white shirt.  Shoulders must be covered. Boys are encouraged to wear a golf shirt or button-down. Neckties are 
encouraged for boys, but optional. 
BOTTOM:  Solid black trousers or skirts (must be knee-length or longer).  Avoid jeans if possible. 
SHOES:  Avoid sneakers if possible.  Dress shoes are encouraged. 
 

REQUIRED SUPPLIES 

It is required that students come with all of their materials on a daily basis. Not having the supplies will affect the student’s 
class grade.  All students are eligible to participate in orchestra regardless of their individual financial circumstances.  If you 
cannot afford to purchase or rent these supplies, please contact the director. 

 8th Grade = String Basics, Book 3 

 Instrument and bow of good quality from a reputable instrument vendor.  No unusual colored instruments. 

 Name tag attached to your instrument case.  Student’s name must be on name tag. 

 Shoulder Rest for violins and violas with student’s name on it.  I recommend Everest brand. 

 Endpin Rest for cellos and basses.  Student’s name must be on endpin rest. 

 Rosin with student’s name on it.  Basses must use bass rosin. 

 Pencil – an absolute must for every class 

 Music stand for home practice 
 

SEATING 

The 8th Grade Orchestra is primarily an educational experience for the participants.  Therefore, seating decisions are not made 
the way professional orchestras do – by ranking musicians solely based on playing skills.  Instead, seating decisions are 
influenced by several factors that may include: student leadership skills, years of experience, playing skills, the musical needs of 
the section, balance across the ensemble.  The result is that the most and least skilled players will be distributed across the 
orchestra, and not necessarily be placed in the front or back rows. 
 
 
 
 



INSTRUMENTS 

All students must acquire an instrument to participate in orchestra. The instrument must possess certain markers of quality, 
including working fine tuners, pegs and fingerboard made of ebony wood, and bow hair made from real horse hair.  
Additionally the instrument must be of natural wood color.  Painted instruments are novelty instruments.  Please avoid 
purchasing instruments online, but rather purchase or rent an instrument from a reputable instrument dealer (see class 
website) 
All students are eligible to participate in orchestra regardless of their individual financial circumstances.  If you cannot afford 
to purchase or rent an instrument of quality, please contact the director.  The district owns several instruments that students 
can use for no cost. 
 
CELLO AND BASS  
¾ and full size cellos and all sizes of bass are not permitted on BASD school busses.  As a convenience for families who rely 
on the school bus to transport their student to and from school, every effort is made to keep an instrument available for at-
school use for rehearsals.  Please note:  Instruments are first allocated to students who cannot afford to purchase or rent their 
own.  Any remaining inventory will be available as “at school” instruments.  Your personal instrument will then become you 
“stay at home” instrument.  This ideal scenario is not guaranteed, and you may need to make arrangements to transport your 
child’s instrument between school and home. 
 
VIOLIN AND VIOLA  
Students are permitted to transport all sizes of violin and viola on the BASD school busses.  Instruments can be stored in the 
instrument storage area if the instrument case is clearly labeled with the student’s name.  BASD is not responsible for lost or 
stolen items.  The instrument storage area is intended only for materials related to orchestra class. 
 
INSTRUMENT REPAIR  
All instruments should be kept in excellent playing condition. This includes regular bow re-hairs and string replacement.  If 
your instrument is in need of repair please contact your director immediately and she will advise you toward the best course of 
action. Do not try to repair the instrument yourself.  
 

SMARTMUSIC F.A.Q. 

Q:What browser is recommended? 
A: Chrome browser is recommended. 
 
Q: How do I log in? 
A: Go to www.smartmusic.com.  Use the same login and password you use for your school email account.  You may not use 
any other login name or password. 
 
Q: How can I get help with technical difficulties? 
A: For help with technical issues, go to www.smartmusic.com/support/ or call 1-800-240-4041. 
 
Q: What device can I use with SmartMusic? 
A: Chrome books, iPads, desktop computers (mac and pc), and laptop computers (mac and pc) are compatible with 
SmartMusic.  You will need an internet connection to use SmartMusic.  Small devices such as small tablets and phones are not 
compatible with SmartMusic. 
 

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Fingernails must be kept short at all times. It is impossible for your child to play with long fingernails and maintain good 
posture, let alone play in tune. If a student comes to class with long nails, they will not be able to fully to participate in the 
class, and thus may lose the day’s contribution points. 
 
Orchestra Newsletters are emailed to parents and students on a regular basis.  It is highly recommended that you check your 
email for these messages for information about upcoming performances, class and Orchestra Club events  



HOW TO USE SMARTMUSIC 

Open the Chrome browser  
 
Type smartmusic.com/login into the address bar 
 

 
 
Type in your Username and Password.  Then click Login 
 

Username or Email:  _______________________________ 
 

Password:    BASDorch 

 

 
 
Click on an exercises from the My Pending Assignments list 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Select your instrument from the drop-down menu. 

 
Read the instructions for the assignment (if  any).  Click Close. 

 

Click the red Record button  
 
Calibrate your microphone.  Follow the on-screen directions. 
 

 
 
After earning a score you are satisfied with, click the Submit button 

 
 
  



8th GRADE ORCHESTRA SYLLABUS & COURSE INFORMATION: SIGNATURE PAGE  

Complete this page and return it to Mrs. Renne before _____________________ 
 
 
Student Name: _________________________________  Grade: ______   Instrument: _________________________ 
 
 
Students and parents: Please read this syllabus and sign below to indicate your understanding and support of the classroom 
system. Thank you! 
 
Parents, please initial to confirm that your child has the required supplies for class:  (Supplies are available for loan if you are 
unable to purchase.  Please contact Mrs. Renne for more information.) 
 
_____ String Basics Book 3 (books are instrument specific)  _____ Instrument and Bow 
 
_____ Name tag on instrument case with student’s name on it _____ Rosin with student’s name on it 
 
_____ Shoulder rest or rock-stop with student’s name on it 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________  ____________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Name       Parent/Guardian signature    Date 
 
 
______________________________________________ ____________________________________________ 
Parent e-mail       Parent phone   
 
 
___________________________________________  _____________________________________________ 
Student school e-mail      Student signature     Date 
 
 
 
 
What name would you like me to call you? 
 
How would you like your name to appear in the concert program? 
 
What kind of music (or specific songs) would you like to play in Orchestra? 
 
What would you like me to know about your past experiences in music? 
 
 
 
Are there things in your life (such as financial needs, learning differences, physical needs, emotional differences) that can 
interfere with your learning?  What can I do to help? 
 
 
 
I make an effort to individualize each student’s education and accommodate each student’s needs (financial, educational, 
physical, emotional, etc.).  However, since it is impossible to plan for all possible student needs, please communicate with me 
about how I can better assist you. 


